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EWITOR WILLIAM T. STRAL,

A CHAT WITH STEAD.

—— g

Frank Carpenter’s Talk With the

Famons London

———— -

CORNERED IN HIS

Editor.
SANCTUM.

The Eitor Salls Mew e ( ame to Start the
Keview of Beviews, and Advecates a Union |
of the Kogiish-Speaking World loterviews |
Witk Geeat Men - My “Fall Mall Gazette™
Sensation.

- —

Bpeotal Cureepuindence of The Fvauing 5iar
Laspon, Des. 16, 1880 l
HMAVE JUST HAD AN
uterview with oue of |
the great men of the
world. 1 refer to Hr.l
Willsasse 7. Stend, late |
edisor of the FPail Mall |
 aentte nnd now of The

X

Revew of Reviews
The loview of Rewews
was foumded by Mr. |

Stead oniy a short time |
age. but it has jomped
Lo the (Tont as one of the
Ereal magagines of the
waorld and edtyens of it are publisbed 1n Eng-
Innd, = the Tuited Statesand in Australia. Mr.
Stend calls H The Business Man's Magazine
asnd be toils me thal e aimm » to present a

e of t and of the
mu b_f‘.-.m‘ 1] m-r in

sl movements lor e lprovement of Lhe

b P is Mr stond s idea and he ie
r-h fer puiung such a theugit

" asios s & sort of & jouroali-tie
Cramwsll We bas the verve of & giant, the

of & Jomue and the Lutellectanl vigor of »
Casivie i+ believes in aceowplish-
ing ends sad Lhe cares bu® lMile for means if
they be honeet oues. Mo made all the wocl!
shadder & few years agein s “Maiden Tribute
o Modern Babvion, when he laid bare the ife
of srwtooratic Lowdou and showed how littie
Kirls were tand sed for reus nobility.
editor of the Pall Mo Gaselte be forced
pariangent 0 reform Wls and other evils, even
ke bad to go 1o prison for Nis action in
the andertaking. and Le o todav Sghting the
same war wilh crume in other jiarters
Mr $tead s now ANy-theee vears old. The
son of & minister. bo loft school
ot fourteon le takke dhe pinee of an offce boy fu
wercaniile esmbiisthment. After working hose

Ef

rours his salery bad risem to §325 & year, |

be gave up bis e be the amistant |
editor of & half posnr . He nt omce showed
his talsat for we wook and sson Locame |
editor m-abial rapidly advanced fromwm oce
Journalistic position 0 another, Wﬁnﬁ
on waslous uatlh  aloag about |
1*% he bo~mme edior of the Pl Mall |
Gasette, which, ander htm, oo to be ane |
dt;:- Y He left |
the Mah 4 % to fopad the Ne- |
view of and be s mow devoting Lis |

THE KiNG oF BRLOITM.
wpon fhe mastel over the open fire
were Pk ¥ prrats ul the muwt
fassous mes and women of the times

Arong ‘hese were the lann . intellectual face of
Jubkn 6 Whittier., the kind, futberly eounte-
Bacew of Wet Wistiman and the culmred
foatures of James Hassell Lowell. Over the doors
of ihe ollcs were lexte of the Reriptures
sud hotwean the windows was & rodler-top desk
which wes Bitered with masaseripts. and uear |
Rawide divan whiah was also covered with
m of vamous Wade A large bust of Car-

Masaing lswked down from the top
of the desk and w8 | entaved Mr. Stead
Poss | sebair wn fromt of it aad took my
hand [ rr— o businoss wikh
e and tn e be teld me mare wbont
Lomdon than | had beon able te laarn in the
week | bad spent to find out about

Lbedare aming o . He is more Like
an dymame 19 ebotlies than any man |
hnow lalne e Lghtning and & blsse of
Inteliectssnl sparks follew his wordsa Ho looks
mere ke & practical Ameriean Messodist
Prenaber than & Losden linterstear He is
::“ll he dress sod habite Bis soft

bat  crushed i At the top
and s swull colored smil of business clothes
losked o hough their owner had been

“a
& roughing wur aod bad just got bome iis
wlas Bhe as American b o an Fuaglieh-
mas Mo bas wo cockneviems or anglicisms to Lie

::qu-. Mo mover sare “You kuew  and
wa'y l:#‘ siang | noneed in hie tulk was
the word “Liceming,” by which he weald n.w
Snd then rofer o seme posple whom be
Boid in contempt ae the “whoie blooming set. °

Me s, | judge, shbout five feet seven incles
Hﬂnd he weighs abeut 150 poands. He bus
- W en slon, bright blue eyes and o
bushs red -mrown nrd His bair is
comibe | frem & bigh, bioad sud full fore

hoad, and be stoops & little in bis shoulders

He laaghs easily and tells 3 story as well as he
writes il
BOW HIS MAGAZING WAS FUUNLED

It was Juring » laoch with bim st Gatti's on
e Strand that | ssked bim how he came o
orgisate the leview of Heviews He ve-
plied: 1 bad long had the ides of vach & mAg -
#ine, aud | intended to make it » monthly sap-
Plement of whe Fai Wl tte. The owners |

of 'he Pull Ma ‘riiwtte, however, did not want |
o pat any wouey 1io the scheme sad | pot
Suiside parties (o ke hold of 1. | bLelioved

Were was a big feld for 10 sud | th ught it was
my daty te werk it. I did pes eipect 0 make
AT moasy oul of i, ar

- s wmy widest ambitions
Were that i would e, peraam, frum »
Weusand o Gfwes r.‘.nJr.-.l dunlare & vear,

which o an addition Yo u
"ar aol W be
decided to  wart

salary oo the Pali
soesred sl Alwr |
e A aZine  Lhe
Mail  objected
bave tw leave

i!

t
! F
i

7 | aaked. }
e ey e et & medern|

| mevely & detuil, and they Lave little to de with

| reader and thinker close togeiher, and such

| nad | wented an inerview with him upon the

| whether be wonid see me when 1 came or not,

| door opemed and a bitle fellow. who | took

! gv mto the next room.
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THE EVENING STAR: WASHINGTON,
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1892—SIXTEEN PAGES.
—

“The daily has such a short life that its ares of |
influsmce wnst be o limited one. 1t divs the
day it is born, and it can never reach the world

stlnrge. The weekly estends farther, but ite |

Dews s alse tracsient in its charaster. |
The dally is & revelver. It is good
for wiz shotsa at short and |

it does ite work admirsbir.
s rifle. Its mage s longer,
for that disance only The monthly is the |
wodern eaunou. [t carries M00-pound shows |
for miles, und when they go forth the atmos-
:hpn of the whole eartk quivem. Our
in the Review of HReviews I com-
f@ve to be thet of the English-speak-
ing pesple of the world, and ocur end
Aad aim is 1o bring these peopie closs to one |
scother. We wani w0 see Cansda, the United
Hmtes, Engiand sud Australia bronght sogether
into sae grest internanonal a uuni o'f-“
toe srnmenial arrnogemenis of to-
m it 5o that these o-Baion
work together under com-
aws and so that all
ever ther ashall proteet .ndi
stand up for each olher. As for the Eaglish
and Amerean caval stbions 'nrh'll.lorlb'.
this eould hardly be v0 now. The disparity of
the (w0 naries it e great. and vou have almowt
iwice as masy people 1o protect as we have, but
Your navy is growing, and the time may come
when if am American is ill-treated in
any part of the werid where an
Engiish mas-of war stands he will be
defaunded by that vessa] and the same serv-
ice will be rendered by an American nawal
vessrl to su Faglishwan in trouble. 1 wouid
like 10 wwe 8 union, offensive and defensive, |
amony lhe English-epesking nations, and the
time will came when we will have it."’

“The governments of these conuntries are so
differcul, however, that & union is bardly pos-
sl said I

“There is not balf so much diflarence as
there saems to be,” said Mr. Stsad. “The
whals werld s coming narer every vear to the
leve! of republicanism: and solf-govermument. We
uwre rapudly approaching 1t in d. The
fact thal we have n gues: and & roval family

The weekly is like |
bat it is effective |

dess wpot affect the matter. They are|
of mo especial luflienes.  They have |
their plase an ornamental figures

on our governmental tubles, but they affeet the |
feast no mere than the bouguets with which |
You ormament your tables st home. They are

the goverument.’

Ihe comversation heore turned to newspapers.
Mr. “1ead 1s one of L greales! interviewers of
the worid. He knows how to mnke a man think
ne well ne talh and he gets vnt of every n.umi:
inlerviews the best that is in him ued expre
more cleariy and fully than the man him-
seill

““The field of (he interviewer, "said Mr. Stead,
“isone of the mert a'tractive in jonrnalism.
The newspaper is for ine cuimmnnieation of
thomgut s interview is vne of the best
mathods of such communication. [t brings the

talks rometimes charge the face of history."

f'ﬂ."‘\l!-[ GORDON,
“How abont your talk wiik General ‘Chinese’
Gordon just before he went to Egypt? That

affected history, did it not?" | asked.

“Yes,” was the reply. ““That was perhaps one
ol the most important interviews ever luke
J: was at the Ume of our troubles tl&

The government had decided to give
Sondsn and Gen. Gordon was at South-
smpton, shout to proceed to Ezypt. e had, |
ksew, posiiive orders as to what was to be done

stuation. [ wrote him a! Bouthempton telling
him | would like 40 o0 bim wed asking him
when he conld receive mo. He replied at once,
uﬁn‘ Lat 1t weuld be impossble for him to
talk 10 we and that be bad nothing to sav. I
thersupan telogsaphed hum tha' | must see himn
aad at 1 -‘.urum. for Seathamplon on the
meat tenin. | bave boen told that he »

vest of that day walk.ug up and do“mﬂg:

ut the
bating

When [ got off the train 1 wemt at once to
his bonse and raug the bell. In a moment the

for Oen. Gordon's butler, asked me in anid
helped me off with my top coat and husg up
my bat. | asked bhim i! Gen. Gordon was in,
and he renhed that he wes aad motioged me to
I went in and the little

man followed me. [ took & sext and then told

the little man to please tell Gen. Gordoen
that Mr. Stead of the Pall Nall Gazette
was there and wonid Lke to see
b w on  the listle man said,

“l am Gen. (hedon,” and ke reached me his
hand and then took achair and sat down beside
me. We then weat over the whole situation to-
gvther, and bis ideas were such that they re-
sulted in an entire change of government
y. 1lstened to them and when I went
k to Lomdon | Jid them before the
goverument ministers and they decided to
sccept thets and to send him to the
OuuoLa, I urged them to let him carry out his
fdeas in kis own way, and had they domne so in
sll prebability the war would have been
speedily closed. It wns his ides to have taken
s camel and to have gone alone to the camp of |
the mahdi and to bave dmcused matters with
him. But o the government would have its
own way, and the resuit was the death of Gor-
dop.

“The best interviews | have ever bad,” con-
tinued Mr. Stoad. “are some which bave never
been published. One of the most remarkabie |
have ever bisd was with the Cgar of Russia, bat
the czar insisted tha! po mestion of it should
be made in  print, and though [ wrote a long
sarios of lettars on flossia for the English and
American newspapers and pablished a book on
Russta the publle do not know to this duy that
1 met the emrerer and wlked witk him.”

“Flosse describe the inwerview,” said I, “and
tell me how the cear impressed yon."

“The Conntess Novikoff arranged the meeti-
ing,"” replivd Mr. Stead. “and the gudience was
given meo much to the surprise of the English
minister at 531 Petersbarg, Sir Robert Morior,
and the sther diplomats. It is, you know, not
considered proper for a minister 1o present one
of his countrymen 1o & monarch unisss he has
been presented at court at hqme. ! have never
besn presented w tha queen and have never
considered it worth the trouble snd expeuse of
buying a court dress, and it seemed to me at St.
Potershnrg that our minister did not want me
to meet the czar. | did meet bim, however,
and be reveived me iu one of the rooms of his
palace at Gaichina.  He sat at oue side of a
lable during our conversation und [ sat at the
othsr faciug lum, and the conversation was [ree
snl open and Were was an entive absence of red
tape about my receptiovn. The czar smoked a
Cigaretio during the talk, thoogh, by the way,
I remember be Miled to offer me ones He
knew of me, for | bad been writing in faver of
Hussin for the past twenty vears, and 1 bLegan
wy conversalion by saving:

INTERVIEWING THE CZAR.
" ‘Your majesty, | am aceredited in England
with boing your agent. I am said to bave been
fghtng yeur battles for vears, and if this is so

I want a supply of cartridges from headquar-

ters.  You know | am predisposed in
favor Russia, and [ ihink 1 ougut to
unde d the sitcavion and I want you to

3 I then went on to explain to him that
I was looked gpon in England us
that | was Hussia's friend

cear then
. over the
whole situation with me snd withou! reserve
§4ve me his idess. | found him a broad man
sod an bonest men. and | left him believieg
that be wou'd do vigh! in every esse as hin own
diotated. | cherted with him for

“That was rather & curious experience,’
the reply. *I went to DBelgium
sce the king and he came in to
nu‘otn e is, you know, s
and a very pompous one.
to him be stood up very stiff
said, in labored English: ‘I
English, #o we will have our
French.’

** *But, your majesty,’ said I, ‘I do not
French.’ .

ds I do not see how we can talk to-
gether,’ said

pendence and spiee.
#tory of the*Maiden’s Tribute to Modern Baby-
lon,” and be replied that the sensation was not
Sprung as a newspaper sensation and that every
word of the story of vice told in it was true.
1t was written to influence parliament to cor
rect cue of the must horrible evils of Lou-

don, which parlisment would not touch
because  its  participants were largely
amoug members of ut. Its

publication. secured this result, and though the
sooial evil still prevails in Loaden to a greater
exteut, perbaps, thau in any other eity in the
world this semsation took the voang girls off of
the streets and you are no longer sccosted ou
every wtreet cerner by little onea in
short clothes as you were in the past. *“‘As &
newspa euterprise the publication injured
rather than heiped the circulation of the Pall
Mail Gazette," said Mr. Stesd, coneerning it.
*“The day it was published Henry Labouchere
told me it would rwin the paper. Dufing the
Seneation our circulation run up te more than
100,000. We could have wsold a million if we
could have printed them, and as it was the
papers sold for belf a crown apiece upon the
vireets. When the thing died down the reac-
tion came. Our circulation dropped off and
our wdvertisers rushed in to take their ads. out
of what they called *the unclean sheet.' Henry
Irving was one of the first to withdraw his ad-
vortisement and the olber nmusement manugers
followed. Ama finuncial enterprise it was not a
tuccess, but ws accomplishing just what it set
out to do it succecded admurably, for parlia-
ment passed the bill in a jiffy."
Fraxx G. CarrevtER.
R
Written for The Evening Star.

The Complaint of Santa Claus.

"Twaus the pight before Christinas—ihe solemn
stair clock

Was ringing vut Twelve with a clang and a shock,

As ] sl by that dismal, dark nole in the wall

Unheard of, of old, which we register call.

I drowsily thought of the days when, a boy,

1 gloried o doughnut and tafy and toy;

When ap in the chimney my stoekings 1 hang,

Aud after dreamed dreams of Lbe salnt of the
yuung.

The door opened slowly, and slowly in walked

A long-bearded old man, who sat wilth me and
. talked;

I feit not afrald, for I knew blm no sprite,

Though he came to me thus in the middle of night.

I felvnot afrald of him, simply because

I saw at a glance he was oid Santa Clans;

I gave him a pipe which he lit, ‘gan to smoke,

And through the thick cloud that he raised, thos he
Epoke:

“0Old poet, you're dreaming of days that have
town,

When Curistmas was Jolly, and 1 was well known;

Iy heart 15, Hke yours, tull of sorrow and pdin

Fur the good, good old times that come never
agaln;

“When I was a power, yes, a power in the land,

Ere new-fangied notons »ld customs had banoed;

When I with my steigh load appeared, Christmas
eve,

And knickknacks galore for the young joyed to
leave.

“Now that s all over—the girls and the bays

Don't belleve in e more, though they stil! do in
toys;

‘They say that I do not exist, but yon see

That tat is a 0L, for, behold, bere I be.

“The children are wise in these days, and the laws

Of Nature they learn, and forget Santa Clans;

They belleve pot in fairles, and goosts, and what
not—

For that I'd not care, had they me not forgot.

“They say that | never filled stockings—that's Qut—
Thaey study phllosophy —can't credit that;

I eould not o1l ‘e now, if 1 8o were disposed;
There's no place toRang ‘emn—the treplace closed.

“1 am grieving like you—I'm a Incklesa old fellow,

Occupation all gone—like the tragic Othello;

My storehouse I8 stocked yet with many s
thing-um-

Bob fine, and I in my old slelgh could bring "em.

“But as T am forgot, J'll not troable myself;

New knowiedge has lald the old falth on the shelf;
Thae young ones, like old oaeytoo knowing by half,
No stockings hang up, an at me dare o luugh.

“I domot deem Chiristmas so blest as of yore;
I nistletoe, Rolly, and gumes are no more;

I suppose, of course, Kissing i3 stiil going on,
But I fear the old Jollity wholly bas gone.

SECRETS OF THE SEA.

How the Hydrographic Office is Try-
ing to Learn Them.
—

AN APPEAL TO THE BOTTLE.

Tracing Currents by Setting Floating Ohjects
Adrift—Some Singular Hesults—The Sar-
gossa Sea—How Derelicta Are Located—
Experiments of the Prince of Monaco.

—_———

HESETTING AFLOAT
of memsages in bottles
has been an expedient

wracked mariners for
many centuries. Often
bas a writing thus con-
signed to the waves
been the happy means
of rescuing castaways,
bringing succor to those
whora hope had well
nigh forsaken. More
frequently such a docu-
ment, picked up years later perhaps, has re-
lieved suspense by making certain the fate of
missing voyagera. It seems odd that this idea
shouM have been recently adopted by science
for the practical und unromantie purpose of
finding out about the surface currents of the
oOoean.

This work is the newest that has been under-
taken by the hvdr bic oflice of the United
States navy. Within the Iast two years it has
distributed tens of thousands of *‘bottle papers”
amoug the 2,500 ekippers of seagoing veesels,
from sailing cruft to Atlantic liners, who con-
tribute reports as voluntary observers in ex-
change for supplies of pilot charts, &e., given
by the government. These bottle papers are
rol'i.nwd forms which the observersare requested

inclose in bottles and throw overboard after
marking upon each of them the latitnde, longi-
tude and date. Op each paper in a sepurate
spree in which the pervon who may fiud the
bottle is asked to write the date and locality,
afterward forwarding the paper to the nearest
United States consul or to the hydrographic
office at Washington, Directions as to these
matters are printed om the paper in meveral
languages. Up to the present timo 261 of the

afloat, and of these n considerable percentage
will be picked up sooner or later. Of course, it
is impoesible to know how many of thoss placed
in the hands of observers have been duly
bottled and launched.
THE SBTORY OF THE POTTLES. <

The courses taken by the bottles in drifting
tells the story of the ocean currents, and
knowledge of these is of the utmost importance
to mariners. Chiefly it is valuable for enabling
vessels to select such routes across the sens ns
will make it possible for them to take udvan-
tage of favoring streams and to avord unfavor-
able ones. Columbus knew nothing about the
currents of the Atlantic, and g0 he mude his
way to the new world by the path which the
surface drift luid out for® him. #Thus, after
being driven fur to the southward, he finally
brought up at San Salvador, Knowing where
he started from and the point at which he
finally arrived, hydrographers today can draw
a curved line on the map showing exactly the
course which he must have followed. Just at
this time such fact

a possesses  no
little inierest. Only a few months ago
the hydrographic oifice was calied upon
to  determine the probable location of

& Vicific mail steamahip which was lost in the
Pacific ocenn.  Her machinery having broken
down, us was reported by a veseel which had
rignaled her, she had drifted off and nothing
had been Leard of her for weeks. The Pacific
Muil Company, being unable to find ker, ap-
pealed to the experts at Washington, who
promptly pointed out the exact spot where she
would be discovered. Aud she was found there,
600 miles west of where the owners lLad been
looking for her. This was figured out from
known facts respecting the direction and ve-
locify ol the currents in  that great waste of
waters.
THE OCEAN PATHWAYS.

An imfortant part of the business of the
bydrographic office is the laying of tracks
across the ocean. They are none the less actual
roads becanse they are marked with imaginkry
hnes instead of iron rails. Within the last few
weeks the experts have been called on to lay
out a route for steamers direct from Baltimore
to the Mediterranean. Two roads were ye-
quired, one to go and the ather to come back
by. The road eastward had to be far north of

| the return path in  order to take advantage of
| the favoring currents cuch way.

The tracks of
the great Atlantic liners between the United
States and Great Britain are as acearately made
ouat and followed as if they were Luiit on land,
the winter track being some distance south
of the summer truck because of ive-
bergs. Overthese watery roads the ocean grey-
hounds travel at the speed of moderately fast
railway traine, the maxiinum sattained by the
City of Paris being about 23 miles an hour,
The tracks going and coming arve 40 to G0 miles

to avoid them, just a8 wagons are warned to
keep off the railroads, for these swift steam-
sliips do not stop for fog or anvthing, but keep
on at full speed mght and day, lust summer
oue of thew cut the schooner Fred. B. Taylor
faizly in two, the latter being on the track, one-
half floating one way and the other hall the
other way,
A PRINCE'S EXPERIMENT,

Some of the bottled papers set afloat by the

“Tuere’s ton much electrie—is that the word?—
lgut;

It hurts my weak eyes, for the glare 18 too bright,

The playthings are made by machinery now, |

Aud miue now are quite out of date, you'll allow. '

“The bays play with toys that are driven by steam,

And telegraphs, Kygdaks, that magical seem;

If thelr forefathers saw them, they d wonder and
quake,

And vow that old Nick had a hand in thelr make.

“I'm sick of the times, with thelrbig pablic sehools—

But the children that I kaew by 0o means were
Touls;

Though they knew not a8 much as the children
today, .

Their hearts were more light, 1 think—spirits more
Buy.

“If the children can do without me, well and good!

I'll not bother about them—~be that understood]

They may harass their fathers and mothers for
cash,

And buy at ten-cent stores thetr latter-day trash.

“But I'll come no more—I'm not needed, 1 think—
Good-bye!"—*Ua, bold on, and take smoething to

drigk™

But stay he would not—out he slipped through the
door—

Cried “Muy the saints bless you!"—I saw him no
mure.

1 was sorTy he went, and for tears T was ripe,
Eut | found on my table a fine meerschaum pipe:
To laquire who left it I scarcely need pause,

But I—1 beiieve in good old SBANTA CLATR

—W. L. SUOEMAKER.
——
A Good Excuse.
From Puck.

Willy's Mother —*Willy, don't you know it is
wrong to play with your soldiers on Sunday?”

Willy—*‘But, mamma, this is the Salvation
Army."”

—_;?-:; Tuarns,

From Puck.

Belle Weatherbee—* How sheepish you looked
when you proposed to me."”

Juck de Rham—*That's because you pulled
the wool aver my eyes from the firsi.”

The Same Symmptoms.

From Puck.

Kenneth (aged three, very tired by a long
walk)—“Mamma! My shoes are getting new

Prince of Monaco floated for more than five
years before they were picked up. His serene
bigh 10¢4, who is an enthunsiast in such matters,
hins it oted much attention to experiments of
{uis wind. For the purpese of studving the
wifses currents of the Atlantie he launched
from his suiling yacht in 1885 and 1886 a great
number of Hoats, consisting of wooden casks,
copper glubes and glass bottles. All of them
were weighted to prevent any part of them
from being out of the water to catch the wind,
the object being to determine the drift. He
finally determined that the best foat for the
purpose was a thick glass bottle couted with
pitch and covered over this with copper. Of
such bottles he lunuched 931 in the year 1847,
in a line stretching from the Azores to the
Grand Banks of Newfoundland.

Each of them contained a document in nine
languages, asking the finder to record on it the
locality and date of discovery and to forwurd
it to the nearest waritime authorities, Of all
the bottle papers thus distributed he got back
277, some of them bringing up in leeland,
others on the west coust of Africa, others on
the shores of America and fourteen as far away
as Japan. The prince has published charfs
which show moat interestingly the courses
taken by the Atlantic currents as proved by
the bottles.

A VAST WHIBRLPOOL,

It has long been known that the waters of the
Atlantic ocenn are s sort of whirlpool on a
gigantic scale, the central point of which is &
short distance to the southwest of the Azores.
Just as is the case of an atmospheric cyclone,
there exixts in the middle of this aqueous vor-
tex a region where the fluid of the sea bas
scarcely any motion, s0 that bottles or other
floatiog objecta entering it are apt to remain
there indefinitely, sinking finally to the bottom.
For miles thereabout the surface of the ocean
hoo;and‘ uitll:‘ what is commonly known as
" weed,"” lurge areas of it having the a

e ce of & drowned meadow, on nwghich Dti::

t imagine it possible to waik.

& enormous u':.td asccumulation was
formerly supposed to made up of plauts
torn away by the gulf stiream from the shores
of the Bahamas and of Florida, but it is now
known that the weed grows and propagates
while freely floating on the water. It teems
with multitudinous forms of lite. Not least
interesting of the myriad creatures which in-
habit it are certaln curicus nest-building fishes,

They have arm-like fore fins, with which the
cling to the weed, making their nests by bind’-—
ing together globular masses: of it as us

resorted to by lllip--mnl

bottle papers thus scattered broadeast have |
becn returned, but thousands of them are still |

apart, and the pilot charts warn gailing vessels |

be enormonsly valuable as a fertilizer.
Many ‘‘derelicts” —i. e., deserted and
logged vessels—find their way into the Sargasso

proximate location of whichare plotted monthly
on the pilot chartsdistributed to skippers. Four
Years ago t alarm was felt on account of a
gi:nt:io n’l of logs which went adrift south of
Nantucket. It was com of 27.000 trunks
of trees from 50 to 100 feet long, bound with
iron chains into & cigur-shaped mass 560 feet
long gnd weighing 11,000 tons. It was con-
ltrueﬁin Nova Scotia, starting from the Bay
of Fundy for New York in tow.

The hawsers ted in a hurricane, leaving
the raft in the dipxt track of commerce. The
biggest of the ocean grevhounds, on striking
such an obstructiod, would have gone down at
once with all on board. Two egovernment
steamers and a tng started at once in pursuit of
the raft, which had Iuokdy been broken up by
the sform, the remnants of it being fouud scat-
tered over & wide space about 100 miles south-
enst of the point where it was loet. For some
time it was imagined that the floating lo,
might do damege, but, though many vease
euconntered them, no harm resulted.

DERELICTS,

Tkis would have been the most dangerous
derelict ever known if the raft had held to-
gether., Vessels which come under this denomi-
nation are most commonly laden with lumber
or some other light eargo, so that they do not
vink, but merely become water logged, floating
about dismasted with decks on a level with the
water, o that it is very difficult to see them in
time to avoid them. Continually drifting there
isno telling when or where they will be eu-
countered, and & collision with such an ob-
stacle is very apt to mean total wreck.

Ships often sail awny and are never heard

from again, though therc hss been no storm,
and in such cases thay are reported “minsing,"
the likelihood always being tﬁut they have met
with some such accident as this, against which
evon the best navigator cannot guard. Seo
serions is thin peril that it has been proposed
that the nations should divide the oceans into
districts, each one keeping its own district
clear. The most extraordinary derelict ever
heard of was the barque Marie Celeste, which
was found in the middle of the Atlantic de-
serted, with every sail set, dinner balf cooked
in the galley and not a soul on bhoard, though
she had every appearance of bhaving been oc-
cupied immediately before.

?he weather was fair, and there was a gentle
breeze. She was towed into port, but no ex-
planation of the mystery has every offered
itsell.  One of the uses of studying the surface
currents of the seas is for the tracking of dere-
licts. Often, when s very dangerous ome is
loeated, n steamer is sent out to blow it sky-
high with explosives.

WEATHER PREDICTIONS AT SFA.

Before many years have passed there will bo
adopted a regular system for muking predic-
tions of weather on the ocean, based upon
observations at stations in different parts of the
Atlantic. 1tis not practicable to construet re-
linble forecasts for that vast waste of waters
from data obtained on its shores.

Therefore it is proposed that cbservatories
shall be established on the Bermudas, the
Azores, the Canaries and the Cape Verde
Islands, all of which are already or will soon be
connected with the continents by tclognthic
cable. Excepting the Bermudas, all of these
islands have localities enitable for high-level
observatorics. There are mountains in the
Azores a mile and a bhalf high, in Madeira a
miie high, in Teneriffe two wiles high, and on
the Cape Verde Island of Fogo there is a peak
4 mile and three-guarters high. Observations
tuken from Fogo would be particularly valua-
ble, because it lies necr the tropie and on the
parallel where most of the important eyclones
that traverse the Atlantic are generated,

The cbhservatories will be equipped with in-
struments for notiug the first appearance, nn-
ture and progress of disturbances, and the in-
telligence thus secured will be transmitted to
the mainiand in time to give warning of coming
storme. In this way the destruction of shipping
along the coasts by unexpected hurricanes will
be to a great extent prevented.

The fact is interesting to contemplate that if
the entire surface of the earth were mads level
the whole globe would be covered with water
to a depth of two miles.  The average depth of
oceans at present is about three miles,

Perhaps the best way to get & notion of what
ench a depth eignifios is to think of a place
three miles distant on the surfoce of the earth
and to imagine the horizontal line connecting
one’s sell with that place swung downward to
the perpendicular. The deepest hole m any of
the oceans is found just east of Japan, where
the bottom sinks to a depth of five and a quar-
ter miles below the surfuce. The vovagers on
the famous expedition of the Challenger
found that it took sn hour and a gquarter for
the heavy sounding weight to sink to the bot-
tom of this mighty chusm. Kexz Bacue.
*PpPr—

SAYINSS OF CHILDREN,

Their Questions Sometimes Take Away One’s
Breath.
From the Search Light in Godey's,

True it is out of the mouths of children often
come words of knowledge decper and greater
than those utteved by seer or prophet. Those
who have children, or those who having them
not, love them, can best tell you the quaintand
curious things the little ones sometimes say.
To be sure their guestions sometimea take one’s
breath away, and not the wisest or most learned
philosopher could answer them. Just why min-
isters’ children should say and do the queerest
poasible things, queerer and strunger than the
children of otbers, it is hard to tell, but some-
bow we hear of their sayings oftener. Perbaps
it is because they hear so much theology they
become deeper and more concentraled think-
ers, always having hard nuts to erack and
knotty questions to answer.

In & clergyman’s family, not & thousand miles
from New York, and whose name is 8o famonus
that it is known from one end of the Euglish
speaking world to the other, there are two chil-

ren, a boy and a girl. The boy is five years
old and as bright and handwsome a little fellow
as one would wish to meet. He romps and
plays all day long, is into all sorts of mischief,
but is 60 good natured sbout it that it is hard
for bis parents to punish him. When night
comes he i8 tired enough te lie down snd go to
sleep, but, like many an older person who gots
tired during the day, he cannot slways sleep.
At such times, after he has said his prayers,
mother has to go and sit by his bed to quiet

Reocently both the bo{ and his little sister—
the latter occupying a tiny bed in another part
of the room--could not and would not be
quisted sufficiently to go to sleep. The mother
hud other duties, and, wishing to leave the
children, said: “Now be quiet and , Yy
little ones, the Lord will take care of you."
“Will He, mamma?"” asked the little boy. **Yes,
my son.” “Well," said the little fellow, show-

just a shade of selfishness. “‘let the Lord
tuke care of Edie and you come and take care
of me." Amnother little boy, whose father is not
acle but quite a famous bicyele rider,
waa telling his son one day of theunodu-uu‘
greatness of God. *“‘Can he do everything?"
asked the little questiomer. ‘Yes. *'Well,
can God ride a bieycle?"*

NOTES OF A VOYAGE.

Some of the Passengers One Meets
on Crossing the Sea.

PASSING GIBRALTAR.

Salling on the Mediterranean — Sentiment
Wasted on a False Monte Carlo—The
Habitues of the Smoking Reom—The Great

Seaport of Italy.
—_—_———
Btafl Cor denoe of The ¥ x Star.

Guxca, ITavy, Nov. 9, 1802
EING AN UNASSUM-
ing man, with no espe-
cial eraving toward ask-
ing questions, I shall
probably go down to
my grave without
knowing what the gen-
tleman in uniform
meant by leaning over
the ship's side and
velling: “Mein Gott
in Himmel, vat yon
mean dere? Gehen sie
Shalfen? Donner und
Blitzen! bring dem trunks in mighty quick,
din't it.”

He meant something, I know. He said itas if
he meant something, and the sudden activity
among the men bringing baggage on board
showed that they knew he meant something.

A ty of four were on the deck of the
North German Lloyd steamer Kaiser Willinm

I1, just ready to start on the vorage to Genoa,
Italy, via Gibraltar. There were other people
on the deck also. In faet, there were several
other people, and as the last Lell rang there
was n=ual wild seramble to get on board
and to get on shore. The Kmiser William is &
thoroughly comfortable boat. She is German
from the jolly and popular commander to the
little Dutch paiatings scattered all over her.
The cabins are large and comfortable, and the
conveniences everywhere are first-class, In her
construction the rolling propensity, so con-
ducive to seasickness has been minimized.
Ou the trip referred to she carried something
over 100 cabin passengers, with sbout 200
steerage passengers,
- DEATH AT SEA.

Generally sea voyuges bear a wvery close
family resemblance to each other, the routine
in the main consisting of walking, eating,
drinking and resding. In cases like trips to
Genoa, lasting about eleven days, there isa
social element to be considered. Then, again,
some things which are common enough are
always interesting. Among this classis deatl,
and at sea a death pussesses a  peculiar
solemnity. On the first night out a young man,
traveling entirely alone and for his heaith,
died suddenly, before any ald couid be
rendered. The burial at sea, with all itx
horrors for so1:2 and solemnity for all, was to
take place the next day, which was Sunday,
and in the afternoon nearly all the pussengers
crowded around to witress the ceremony.
eliip piowed stendily on its wav. The setting
sun rippled its lust rays over the wvast expanse
of water, into which s bedy was to be dropped,
#o that never could friend or relative sav,
“‘Here he lice." 5till it was interesting and the
crowd began really to eujov their emotions.
They were a good lot of people, were the pas-
sengers of the Kuaiser William, but it was with
an undoubted look of blank dissppointment
thet they received the news that the body wonld
be embalmed and taken to Genoa. The gen-
eral feeling was ardessly expressed by one
young lady, who said, “Now, isn't that a
shame?"

CENTRAL POINTS,

There are central pointe of interest onan
ocean steamer. One of these is the steeruge.
Generally it would be considered quite an
anomaly for 200 able-bodied emigrants-to be
suiling away instead of toward America. The
explanation was in the fuct that they wers
Italiuns, The sons of Ialy are becoming noted
for their propensity to go to various countries
in big gangs as Inborers and after the work is
completed return to their homes. With us
were 200 of these Ltalinns, who had spent varions
periods in the United States, and if this same
crowd had not smashed the eontruct labor law
into 10,000 picces appenrances were greatly
agzuinst them. Appearances were againsi them
anyway, end they were not the kind of
tooking individuals you wounld care to mect after
dark.

On an ocean steamer the emoking room is the
center for gossip and chat. During the day
every male passenger who is not seasick strolls
in more or less frequently, while some do all
but sleep there. Hers is found the man whe
drinks t'{ﬂtﬁ[:ugnl' constantly during the voyuge
and alougside the mun of many vovages, who
knows it all. Here duringza portion of the
evening is found the captain, with his broad
accent and stories of Chinese dinners and of
the Russisn admiral who constructed the em-

ror’s yacht as broad as she was long in the
E:pe of preventing any roiling. Along the
broad decks passengers are wanlking brizkly up
and down or ure lying wrapped up like mum-
mies in the steamer’s chairs,

THE POET.

Further along is the music room, with a piano
aund odd little decorations, and here on one of
the sofus is found the poei. We kuow that
he is a poet. for he himself has gud it. He
might have eaid he was a buteher, a buker or
a candlestick meker and we would still huve be-
lieved him. You would be greatly deccived 1n
thi# wman. TUnless he told yon, vou wonld
noever guess that he wasa poet. He wearsa
beerd and trousers that sing comic ras, but
then he has the “poeti. langnor.” He seldom
leaves the sofas, which he deserts only to read a

vem or 10 sing o littie lay. He has a griat
Sfml on his mind, bas this poet. He is greatly
disturbed about the custom house inspectors,

His main fear is for his library,and his sbjoct
terror lest an unprincipled government should
snatch this priceless trefsure from him so
roused our respect and reverence that in awe-
struck tones we inquired the size of his library.
The poet in dignified rhythmic tones told us that
he hud with him twenty volumes, all written by
one M. Zola. 5

A BLUNT OLD MAN,

The individual with a long white beard just
going down the stepa is a very disagreeable old
man. He Jooks amiable enough as he carries
that young lady’s shawls, but he is wearing a
mask. During several days of the trip pcross
two of our party were confined to their rooms.
They were not seasick, but they might just as
well have veen, The first day after emerging [
met this disagreeable old man. Said he:

h"'t‘onr party taking a sea voyage for health,
. ?l.

T
2 old man stopped. I locked him in the
.eye, but he never quivered and I walked away.
© was a disagreeable but i y athletic-
looking old man.
AT GIBRALTAR.

We left New York at 2 o'clock on
a Saturday afterncon, and the sec-
ond Monday morning found us close
to the coast of Bpain. At 8:30 a. m. the anchor
was dropped off Gibraltar. Many of the pas-
sengers went wshore and returned
with rank-smelling flowers and wild
The view from the steamer's deck was

]
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asthmatic coffes grinder Lad siarted. “That,”
-am‘h-‘l with a white fedora, “‘is the -
o going round. You bet I know & roulette | How Settlers in Manitobs Were Sapplied
wheel whe We m“t‘u With Wives Some Vears Age.

oa! for several minutes, n it was dis- | CoMTOT MANY YEARS
covered that the WH—M*P‘“—T‘ A\ &GM'Mm '.“.'“ u‘
who was singing & new song. Shortly after a¥
betone ot battersd by the h-,,,."_‘m-udmdl-mhonu-
that we were still tweantiy miles from Moute  porter. “It was matlchnmking of the matri

—
- —

A BIG MATRIMONIAL RUREALU.

Carln.r'mm httoh-h--t:nbl:u monial kind. At that time, in 1570 and 1880,
sort of thing. sentiment % | Manitoba being ojened e iliament
wasted on that little neh town to run a sew- o - e

there was & rush of colonists thither from One
tario and Quebec and frem Grest Briwin.  The
seitlors were wostly men.  Sowme of them had
families and would send for them as soon =
ther had got somewhat fixed, but very many
were bachelors. Thev wers making homes for
themslves. aud naturally they found that they
uneeded wives, Not a few of them were sons of

English farmers and nearly all were resjectable
don’t believe there was a single suicids. Possi- |

and bard-working feliows.
“Thev could not afford to go and rl wives,
bly, however, it was the weok for poisons. | :'nd " or thewm,
outer harbor at Genoa was reached at § | 1 VUNE wWowmes, guarantecd as to respectability,

ing machine for several hours, and the supply |
of sentiment was not equal to the demand, for
some time later, when the real Monsco was

bl

to get up excitement e to say & word.
was the only one to keep a looksut for

and the result was & disappointment. Al that
could be seen was a pretuily situated town,
stretching down to the bay. We were in sight
of Monts Carle fully twenty minutes and ]

belprucets had 10 be imporeed

o'clock on Wednesday evening smd all had r'“’ '":;“L‘ over from England in grest num-
their trunks packed and their shoce clothes T &= “’:' basiness rapidly grew 1o be an
on réeady to land. We, however, anchored for ‘Wportact branch of the im on trafie,

One philanthropic lndy in Engiand devoted her
altention to erporting homeless but worihy
girls by the ship load o Qashec, whenoe thee
| were forwarded 10 Mamitoba. Traine LIEAT |
| come into St Bonifece, seros the river from
| Winuipeg, briy fing two or three car londs of
availalie wives at & time. Thev ware chaje-
roned with due regard to propriety and wers
coumigtied to the Iand and mining agenis, who
conveved them to Winuipeg where suitabie
| Quariers were provided for their temporare
accommodaion.  The accommoantion wes very
temprary becanse they wers soon Awwposed of,
“The settiers who nere backeior apjoved tow
the girks as fast as (hey Their
enplications were ho d unloss M
were properiy guarantesd as to characier and
ability to support & wife. Few of them oame
to Winnipog from a shorter distance than oo
mtiex.  Most commmonly they were certified b

the night, and trunks were uncorded and the |
passungers contented themselves with gazing at
the thousands of lights twink'ing on the Lill-
side, marking the site of ltaly's greatest sea-
port. T.CX

S
CHRISTMAS,

When and How the Festival Was First Insti- |
tuted and Celebrated.

[Written for The Evenine Star ]

When, where and why was this festival insti- |
tuted? As in almost all things ancient, there

are various theories na to the origin of this day, |
It is certain that i1t is not of Divine appoint-
ment, nor even of New Testament origin,  The
exact date of the Savior's birth is not known.
The early church fathers do not speak of it and

were breughit in
comaiile

not until early in the fourth century is there leiters frim land agents siating that John
any reliable record of a Christmas time. :"-'-" b, :""..“":IJ'I‘- e, wan located on sach and

The date of His baptism was recognized and :_‘,I.', ,":_‘,'.":_'_ e ,":;:i: :‘-‘]_ '.hn.q‘:.u;“'..-:: l':‘:
celebrated as early as A. I), 220 as the festival oaline formal application for a wife Johe
of Epiphauy. This took the precedence because  Snuth wos asked what sort of womsn he pre-
the fathers considered this event ms His first | feored —whetber blonde or browetw, wil or
real manifestation to men. The tendency of *hort. plump or thin, ke, Waving stated iie

welerences he was jutrodueed to one ol the

the early church was i{o multiply festal davs, lalle ladies, whereupon mntiers wore quickly

n
and when ther became too numerons they wers

d 1t mor t fostivals, | ranged. A remarkabie point was that ue
moerge nio one or jore grea - " it I ever to b J g . =
Thoe the Geftile day. when Cheist wae | 50107 Bad ever 1o bo introduced 1o & second

. 8 i girl.  luvariably e was content wich the 6 -0
manifested to other nations than the Jews,

t  one and immediatelt marrivd her
The day when the three wise men from the east the mi~t considered thet wheg they had gone so

came to bring presents. The day of thel g, . .. introd on By had on -

first miracle of Cana. The dav of the | l.hrn:n‘\:-]u :_‘,'m:_,l_f‘n oy bad committed
feeding of the 5,000 were all wmerged into the | *In this way. by a process of srtificisl selon
one great feast of Epaphany, which was after-

Appaieutiy

A tion, mysull and other persons oficmlly
ward kuown as the festival of the “Turee Holy | charge at Winnipez wmad 3 mat hes l-n-.“l:i.'.:
Kings,” an the world's evangelization idea be- sale. The 1o .1.,{. wouwn were given Tree trans.

came uppermost in the church. As time went |

» . 1, s CollPee ohayect t...,_‘-,
on there arose the day of Stephen’s martve-

L-ur'tn:;-l Man®
omes in Manitobe s d thios

dom, December 26; St. Johnu's dav, Decomber I nent settloment of the N ':‘ “"1.:':,‘,..*?:";
27; the day of the massacre of the innocents, | the natural increas: o the popniation was pre
December 28; the Circumcision, Junuary 1. | vided ¥ | remviniser  wie mman  who filr-I-\.
These were all united with the day of Epiphany, | oyer 700 tailes 1 rget & wite, Mo was preseud
Janvary 8:; the date changed to Decomber ! whep & train load of girls arrived snd .'. .:)‘
25 and the name chauged to Christmax. This | g, Soung woman be wanted Thand &J‘k.. a

change took PIII“.” in A, I, 880, hence u!! these
other festivais and holy days are older than our
Christmas,

The reason for this is that the church lin-
gered at firet about the facts of the death and
resurrection of Christ, the completed fact of
the great redemption scheme, and nnmrnilvl

seven mindtes after the train came o the e
were uniied in matrimony sand the bridogroom
startod wway with lae bride im s buckboard
Wagon,
-
(hristmas Greeting to the Pope,

Allthe cardinals at Kome waited gpon the e
yesterday nnd tendered bim the nsual Christmas

In lster ages many observances other than | congratniations. In roply to the good wishes
the original idea of the birth of Christ were | for the charveh and Limsel! th pope said thed
added. Such as the lighting of large candles | the signs of & gathering storm were visible to
and the layiog the buge log ecalled the “Yule | all observers of moral and religivas conditions,
clog” (from huel, round)on the fire to com- ' : %
memorate the turning of the sun and the | T1h* Furopean situation was proguant with
lengthening of the duys. The dishes most in | P4 ';"'_'i disaster, snd these v couit
vogue were, for breakfast and supper, a boar's oMLY be ‘ ngat :"h ar +nd by the healing
head, with an apple or orange inthe mouth, 1 ‘:!"-“T_“.': _u... .«iluu.r . whiel heisel! was o be
plum porridge and mince pie. Eating the luter "'1'“ ELNY S, '
was considered a test of orthodoxy, The pie | A8 e course OF his remarks he pope re-
was made long in lmoaetion of the manger in ferred to the Free Masons, who be cordemneod
which Christ ¥as laid. The private houses as | 25 ® mnh;.",-..r._t seot who were uever true to the
well as all churches were decorated with ever- | 10oT1e, but wha, unfortunsiols were supporied

made these scenes the center of their worskip
and annual festivities,

L vy

: we the govern e Bhas "4
eens in which the mistleioe was abundaut, | :‘r "“ = """'ll"_"'-_ '|. ‘:r‘ \‘l"‘ i !l'l'!
is enstom was transplauted from the Druid- | ¢ ren Hgeling the pepal imflucnce for a long
ical worshipers of a very early age, I| HTTN . -
In answer to the questions we started with, | )
"1 The ¢ Tree.
then we would say: ) e Chinistmas Tree
. From Judgs,

1. Christmas was first celcbrated in the |
fourth century aud was universaily recognized
by all Christian creeds in the sixth century,

2. Firat in the Western or Latin Charch, and
later in the Easteru or Greek Church.

3. It i: the greatest of al! religious festivals,
becutuse the incarnation forms the conter and
the turning poiut of the bhistory of the world,
It is interwoven in the popular and family life,
| and is the grand jabiles dav for the children as
| well us the older members of the family, when
| gifts are exchanged to celebrate the infiuite
love of God in the gift of His only begotten
son. It kindles in the bleak and cold midwin-
ter a holy fire of love and gratitude, and
{ preaches in the lougest winter night the rising |
| of the sun of light and the undimmed glory of
the risen Lord J. D, Crowssaxr.

Its wize and importance ns it nppoars o the

| beholder a1 the Sespective ages of four, ulue,
| ifteen and twenty -one,

sl
A CITY SKETCH.

A Littlie Girl Brings Breezloess late an
Elevated Car.,
From Harper's Weakly.

He entered an elevated train at Franklin |
street, with a white-clad, golden-huired baby |
girl in his thin old arms acd u smile on his |
gray-bewhiskered face. Every man in the car |
was silent behind @ newspaper or gazing gloom- |
ily out of & windglih,

“May 1 #it by you?" he inquired of an over- |
fed, melancholy man in black, who was oceupy- '
ing three-quarters of o double seat in the mid- |
dle of the car.

The melancholy man moved slighfly. “Cer-
taiuly,” be said, and when he saw the baby girl
be frowned at first and then swmiled and
squeezed himself into one-balf the seat,

“Breezy, ain't it?” inquired the old man, and
{:nr newspapers were lowered into as many

l"'a)'ew it is.” replied the melancholy man, with
another smile. “‘Seems to be biowing freshly
up the bay.”

“Shouldn’t wonder if we had rain,” ventured
the old man so loudly and cheerfully that pas-
sengers for ten seats around looked over and
swiled, and two or three began to converss
tentatively, after the manner of persons who
learned to talk very late in life. “Told my
darter this mornin’ before I left hum that I
thought it "ud rain before night, but she said
I'd lose an umbrell’ 'f [ fetched one. It does
seem 's if I'm gittin® powerful fergitful lately?"

‘*Bleecker!” —from the guard.

“Is this your graudehild/" inquired the
neh::hd; man, beaming with all his visible
cutic

**Yes, this is Susy; all the one we've got. Her
father 'n mother's dead, 'n she lives “long ‘o
Almiry 'n me. Almiry’s my durter,”

“Eighth nex'!"—from the gnard.

“Make 'em hustle, don't they? Don't give
'em much time to git en or off. Almiry's kind
o' near, though she means well, Almiry does—
I'll give her credit fer that — 'n she thonght all
these fixin's wa'n't wuth while. But 1 says to
myself I nin’t got any more grandehildrep to
bring up ner much longer to bring "em up in 'f
I hﬁ. 'n 'f Susy wants as good clothes 's our
minister’s littie girl, she's goin' to bev ‘em.
Ain’t you, Busy?"

The child lcoked up into the serene, homely
old face and smiled.

“Is this window too cold for your little girl,
gir?” inquired a big coarse boy who sat oppo-
e

uw"

“Would you like the window closed?”

*No, thank ye. Can’t hev too much fresh air
for Busy. WLy, she lives out doors, jest like a

lom','hn ‘sto hum. What street was
that?

' " ™

“What's next?”

“Fourteenth.”

“That's whero Bacy's dry goods store is, im't

“Yoq"

Every man in the car was sorry.
A Friendly Sound.
From the New York Sun.




